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Use of Reporting Guideline

When beginning our study, we explored a variety of guidelines that were best suited for our
methodology. The SQUIRE guideline most closely aligned with our approach, however we felt
that because SQUIRE is directly related to quality improvement in healthcare rather than the
data sharing practices of Canadian health sciences researchers and its implications on
discovery, access, and reuse (a form of quality improvement), it was ultimately not suited as a
formal guideline to use as the reporting structure for our study.

That said, we acknowledge that CMAJ Open requires the inclusion of a reporting guideline
during the manuscript submission process. Because many of the reporting standards included
in SQUIRE match the structure of our study. we have included the page numbers/sections of
our manuscript using SQUIRE to demonstrate that we have sufficiently reported the key
information needed to understand our study.
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