
 
 

Characterization of cost inputs divided into Direct (Staff, Travel, Living) and Indirect (Opportunity costs of travel).  

Type of Cost Clinic Model 
St. Theresa 

Point 
Churchill Calculation 

Staff  

  
* based on data extraction as described in Methods. 

Attending physician conventional billing per clinic visit Conventional $194 $203 
Services provided to patients* valued using conventional billing codes from the 
Manitoba Physician’s Manual,1 divided by number of clinic visits 

Attending outreach stipend per clinic visit Outreach $237 $431 
Stipends paid by Ongomiizwin health services ($2444/clinic*) divided by number 
of clinic visits  

Resident physician outreach salary cost per clinic visit Outreach $14 $26 
8hr work day per clinic + 4 hrs* of planning/wrap-up per clinic multiplied by 
resident $37/hr salary,2-3 divided by number of clinic visits  

Conventional clinic nurse cost per clinic visit Conventional $11 $11 15 mins* of clinic time per patient multiplied by nurse $42/hr salary.4 

Front desk administration cost per clinic visit Both $4 $4 10 mins* of time per patient multiplied by administrative staff $26/hr salary.4 

Outreach general administration cost per clinic visit Outreach $3 $5 
1 hr* of time per outreach clinic multiplied by staff $30/hr salary* divided by 
number of clinic visits  

Travel     

Flight (airplane) cost per person Both $670 $1,274 2 way trip, averaged from receipts from outreach clinics* 

Winnipeg taxi cost per trip Both $37 $41 2 way trip typical cost with tip* from tertiary hospital to respective airports 

Community based travel unshared per person (base case) Both $195  -  
2 way trip airport to community in St. Theresa Point seasonal cost per person 
via boat $40 x 0.4 of year* and helicopter $914 x 0.2 of year* 

Community based travel shared per clinic visit (base case) Both $2  $51  
2 way trip airports to community in St. Theresa Point using health centre vehicle 
using standard mileage costs,5 Churchill flat rate taxi fare* 

Community based travel unshared per person (scenario 1) Both $15 - 
2 way trip airport to community in St. Theresa Point seasonal cost per person 
via boat $40 x 0.5 of year* 

Community based travel shared per clinic visit (scenario 1) Both $3 - 
2 way trip airport to community in St. Theresa Point using health centre vehicle 
using standard mileage costs5 

Flight (air ambulance) cost per clinic visit (scenario 2) Conventional $24,000 $24,000 
2 way trip, lower range of cost estimate used (ranges identified $12,00-20,000 
per one-way trip)* 

Living     

Patient accommodation cost per conventional clinic visit Conventional $168 $168 Nightly cost of double queen room at hotel adjacent to tertiary hospital.6 

Food cost per person per day Both $51 $51 
Stipend typical of Ongomiizwin Health Services and provincial health services 
provided to staff and patients* 

Indirect     

Opportunity cost per conventional clinic visit Conventional $613 $519 
12 hours (1.5 days) for all patients and attendants multiplied by $23/hr average 
employment income for adult in Canada,7 divided by number of clinic visits 

Opportunity cost resident physician per outreach clinic visit Outreach $8 $11 
7 hrs travel for St. Theresa Point* and  5 hrs travel for Churchill* multiplied by 
resident $37/hr salary,2-3 divided by number of clinic visits 
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